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be very unsafe, that he who calls himself a friend of
democracy because he believes that it will be always
under wise guidance is in reality, whether he knows
it or not, an enemy of democracy. But at all events
the signs of our time are not at all of favourable
augury for the future direction of great multitudes
by statesmen wiser than themselves. The relation of
political leaders to political followers seems to me to
be undergoing a twofold change. The leaders may
be as able and eloquent as ever, and some of them
certainly appear to have an unprecedentedly " good
hold upon commonplaces, and a facility in applying
them;" but they are manifestly listening nervously
at one end of a speaking-tube which receives at its
other end the suggestions of a lower intelligence. On
the other hand, the followers, who are really the
rulers, are manifestly becoming impatient of the
hesitations of their nominal chiefs, and the wrangling
of their representatives. I am very desirous of
keeping aloof from questions disputed between the
two great English parties ; but it certainly seems to
me that all over Continental Europe, and to some
extent in the United States, parliamentary debates
are becoming ever more formal and perfunctory, they
are more and more liable to being peremptorily cut
short, and the true springs of policy are more and
jotore limited to clubs and associations deep below the
level of the highest education and experience. There